Shropshire Best Bar None

Application for Assessment
Premises Name: 

Address:

Post Code:  ___________________________

Telephone No:

Email Address:

Premises’ Contact Name:

Premises License Holder (Name):

Premises License Holder Contact No:

Area Manager Name (If applicable)

Area Manager Contact No:

Please circle the category you wish to be assessed under:

Pub/Bar

 Community Pub      

Nightclub

Send to: 
West Mercia Police,



Best Bar None,



Police Station



Smithfield Rd



Much Wenlock



TF13 6BD

Guidance Notes
Thank you for your interest in Shropshire’s Best Bar None Scheme; this publication should furnish you with all the details for the scheme and how to go about making your application.

Upon receipt of your application for Assessment, the scheme administrator will contact you and a suitable appointment made for the assessment to take place.  You must have nominated in which category you wish to be assessed.

Two trained assessors will attend your premise.  Expect the assessment to take between 1 and 2 hours dependant upon the size of your premise.  Smaller establishments would take approximately 1 hour, larger premises 2 hours.  This will be during normal trading hours, but peak hours will be avoided where possible.  To assist the process some suitable members of your staff may also be interviewed.

The areas where assessment will take place are produced within this document and will help you and your staff prepare.

Immediately after the inspection, the Assessors will give you feedback.

If you have achieved all the “Essential” criteria you will be awarded ‘Best Bar None’ status.  If you achieve all the “Essential” and “Desired” criteria you will be awarded a ‘Best Bar None Bronze’ award.  If you achieve all of the above and the “Bonus” criteria your award will be ‘Best Bar None Silver’.

Those establishments that fail will be given immediate feedback as to the shortcomings and will be given the opportunity to be reassessed in an agreed amount of time thought suitable to achieve the “Essential” criteria.  No award would be given at this stage.

Annually, all premises in category that have achieved ‘Silver Best Bar None’ will be put forward to a Grand Final and judging for the single ‘Best Bar None Gold Award’ to be made annually.

Upon achieving Best Bar None status, you will be provided with display material, be linked to the ‘Best Bar None Shropshire’ website and other publicity provided to local media outlets.  The award insignia will remain the property of West Mercia Police and may be removed without notice.

Where premises undergo a change of Designated Premises Supervisor, the Premises License is transferred or the is a fundamental change in the premises the Best Bar None Award will stand.

Premises will be reassessed annually.

In order to place you in the correct category please use the following as a guide: -

Pub/Bar- Typically any premises that, primarily operates as a traditional wet pub, albeit that it may be open until the early hours and provide entertainment.  This would cover the majority of premises in town centre’s and on the outskirts of town.  

Community Pub – This could be licensed premises that may be located in rural areas, housing estates or the like, and operates as a traditional wet pub, but may provide food etc. 

Night Club – Typically a traditional nightclub venue, where the emphasis is upon dancing etc.       

Once you have decided upon your category of premise you need to ensure that you have all policies and procedures in place and are able to provide evidence of them to the Assessors.  You will also be required to prove that policies and procedures have been delivered to your staff.

It would be acceptable if, for instance, under the capacity assessment areas, for you to say that this is option has been considered appropriate for the type of establishment you are running.

Some policies may be held by your company or brewery and may be referred to. 

The following guide has been provided to give advice and assistance in meeting the “Essential” criteria.  This is however a guide, and will not help you to achieve accreditation by copying it alone.  Any minor breaches of your premises license will be dealt with verbally on the day, but overall the scheme is to celebrate the achievements of the Licensed Trade and improve the night time economy.  

Good Luck! 

 We look forward to receiving your application for assessment

Guidance to Essential Criteria
The following areas have been deemed “Essential” by the Shropshire Best Bar None scheme and to achieve accreditation, all must successfully be evidenced to your assessors.

Capacity– Documented policy with regard to capacity, overcrowding and enforcement

Security– Have a written accident recording system. If SIA Door staff used – MUST be registered.

Drunkenness– Clear and effective policy to prevent and deal with drunkenness.

Drugs– Zero tolerance to drug possession and use

First Aid- Must have first aid facilities within the venue

Public Security- Formal procedures for ensuring doors are unlocked when premises are open Formal evacuation policy and staff training.

Glass- Have an effective glass collection policy

Fire Safety- Fire risk assessment so as to comply with fire safety orders and Regulatory Reform Orders, Evacuation Policy, Staff training and implementation, Document all fire safety checks, Regular inspection and service of fire safety equipment.

Buildings- Ensure building and contents are in good order at all times

Noise- Must manage noise effectively

Children- Strict control on under 18’s purchasing, consuming or being supplied with alcohol.  Staff training in age related sales.  Use only passport, driving license or PASS card as recognised form of ID.

A full list of “Desired” and “Bonus” categories can be supplied by the scheme Coordinator or downloaded from the website.
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